


Kyoto mechanismsô credits (issued by the United Nations as the result of projects executed in developing countries) are 

commonly used for carbon offsetting in Japan by individuals and businesses in exchange for reduction/removal by sink in other

locations.

Guidelines for carbon offsetting in Japan (Ministry of the Environment, Japan, Feb 2008) require an official certification system 

for carbon offsetting credits to ensure that emission reductions or removal by sink are being carried out and to avoid double

counting. Therefore, MOEJ launched the Japanese Verified Emission Reduction Scheme (Offsetting Credit (J-VER) Scheme), 

which certifies emission reductions or removals by sink generated by domestic projects. The purpose of the Offsetting Credit (J-

VER) scheme is promote these reduction/removal activities with a carbon offsetting scheme.

This system allows funds to be put back into emission reduction campaigns to further promote their success. 
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